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Ecuador Exchange and Volunteer Programs C}{é






ANIMAL RESCUE CENTER

IN THE AMAZON

Day 1
Upon arrival in Quito, Ecuador you will be met at the airport by our driver holding up a sign that will reads “EcuEVP Group”. The driver will take you directly to your host family where you will spend the night recuperating from your day of travel. The whole group will be staying with the same host family. If it is not too late you can walk around the neighborhood to get your first glimpse of this beautiful city.

Day 2

07:00 
Breakfast.

08:00
Program Orientation. During orientation we will talk about the exciting days to come, your expectations and help you answer any questions. We will also take a walk in the neighborhood to see where the Internet cafés are as well as an ATM machine. If you need anything especial during your stay here, please let us know so we can help you.

09:00
The driver picks us up the the host family to begin our city tour. We will head straight to old town of Quito. Here we will make several stops to enjoy the city’s 16th century colonial architecture. After walking down the narrow streets, through the open plazas, historical churches and museums we will have lunch in one of the restaurants before making our way up to the Panecillo where we will get our first birds eye view of both old town and new town from above the city.


If weather permits we will travel up the Teleférico, which will take us on a cable car ride up Pichincha volcano at around 13,500 feet for another remarkable panorama view of the entire city. If we catch a clear day you will also be able to see Cotopaxi and the Cayambe snow-capped volcanoes.

19:30
Dinner.

20:30
Tonight we will visit “La Mariscal” which is the main tourist area in Quito. La Mariscal has a great variety of restaurants from all over the world, shops, galleries, Internet cafés, pubs, handicraft markets etc.

Day 3

07:00 
Breakfast. Afterwards its time to pack your bags for the amazon!

08:00
We go together to the main bus terminal in Quito to begin your ride to Cotundo. This is where the animal rescue station is location and where you will realize your service project for the next five days. Your guide will not accompany you on the 4 ½ to 5 hours ride, but your bilingual naturalist guide will be awaiting your arrival at the center. This naturalist will be guiding your during you stay at the center. Upon arrival at the 


center you will be shown to the shared rooms and bathroom to wash off the travel dust before you head to lunch. 

14:00
Lunch

15:00
You will be shown around the rescue center to see how everything is from working with the animals, the quarantine area  and reforestation work. You will also be introduced to the center’s staff. Your guide will give you an orientation talk about what work you will be doing while at the rescue center, explain to you the fun activities which you will be experiencing and of course answer any questions.

Day 4-8
For the next few days you will work at the animal rescue center together with your naturalist guide and the indigenous staff. The working hours are:

06:30
The day starts with collecting food for some of the animals in the area that we bring to the animals.

08:00
Breakfast.

08:30
We continue to feed animals and to clean the cages and areas where they live.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
In the afternoon we will work on things in the park that needs to be taken care of and this means reforestation, maintain cages and paths, collect food for the animals etc.

17:00
The working day ends and we all get to wash off the dirt from a day of hard work and after that we have some time to relax and gather our strength.

19:30
Dinner. After this we have free time to visit the pool across the street, play some football or volleyball.


Many animals in Ecuador are often abused by people who keep them as pets, and the purpose of the center is to take care of these trafficked animals. It is not uncommon to see monkeys with broken wrists due to chains they are forced to wear as pets or reptiles such as anacondas and boas that have had aggressive changes in behavior patterns due to captivity.


The center provides the animals with food, shelter, and love. The goal is for the animals to be reintroduced to their native habitat, but most of them will remain at the center. Animals living in the center will vary. Ocelots, snakes (anacondas, boas), monkeys, macaws, sloths, otters and turtles frequent the center.


The center does not receive financial support from the Ecuadorian government so in addition to generous volunteer groups supporting the center and giving a helping hand it functions as a Zoo in order to generate income. This also allows people at the center to teach children about what


has happened to the animals and how to prevent this from happening to other animals in the future.


Your work at the center may consist of the following:

-Feeding the animals.

-Collecting food in the area for the animals.

-Reforestation of the area.

-Working at the tree nursery.

-Helping with the new born animals in the Neonatology area.

-Looking after the new and sick animals in the quarantine area.

-Cleaning cages.

-Repairing and building new cages.

-You also might help the veterinarian if he comes to the center.


Your work in the center will consist of what is most needed by the center during your stay and may as always when working with animals change from day to day.


During the days of work you will also have some time in the afternoon to do some activities like going to the caves of Jumandi, play football, volleyball and enjoy the pool in the normally warm climate.

DAY 9

07:00 
Breakfast.

08:00
After a week of hard work its time for some well deserved fun and adventure. This morning your guide will take you on a white-water rafting trip on one of the most famous rivers in the area. After rafting you will visit a local Quichoa community where you will be taught about tradition and culture. You will have the chance to taste a specialty of the area, “Chicha de Yuca,” a drink that is prepared by the indigenous people.

13:00
Lunch will be prepared with what the jungle can offer! You will have the chance to taste a specialty of the area, “Chicha de Yuca,” a drink that is prepared by the indigenous people.

14:00
We will stay in the community to learn and see more about their life.

19:30
Dinner and after this we have free time to visit the pool across the street, play some football or volleyball.

Day 10


06:00 
An early morning breakfast at the center and it’s time to say goodbye. You will take a bus back to Quito where you will be met by your guide and taken directly to “Mitad del Mundo,” or the middle of the world! Yes, you are going to the equator, and will stand in both the northern and southern hemispheres of our world! You will have lunch in the village and have plenty of time to enjoy the site! You will return to your host family for dinner and you will have the night to explore the surroundings.

Day 11

07:00
Breakfast.

07:30
Today we are off to Otavalo. Located within a valley and surrounded by peaks of Imbabura, Cotacachi and Mojanda Otavalo market is one of the most important and famous market’s in all of Latin America. The Otavalo Indians are famous for their weaving of textile but you will find everything from handcrafts, leather, wall hangings and musical instruments for purchase. The market is so popular it is open every day of the week.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
We continue after lunch with some shopping and we will also get the chance to go to a family in the area to see how they work to create these wonderful handcrafts.

19:30
We are back in Quito in time for dinner

Day 12


07:00
Breakfast.

07:30
We will be picked up by our guide and travel to the Quilotoa crater. This crater is barely visible until you arrive, but once you arrive it is an awe-inspiring site. We will hike inside of this dormant volcano’s crater down to the lake shore. On the way up it donkey or horse rides will be available for those who do not wish to hike by foot. Once at the top we will visit some very famous painters of the area.


We will enjoy a box lunch lunch together during the trip and we will be back to the host family in time for your farewell dinner. Tonight you will to pack the bags for the trip home, and enjoy the city one last time!


Proud and content, it’s time to tear yourselves away from this wonderful country.  You’ll now return to the rigor of college, where you can prepare yourselves to be the next generation of visionary leaders, drawing on this experience to usher in the new age.

Day 13
Your driver will pick you up at your home in Quito to take you to the airport. Don’t forget to bring cash for the airport tax.

Dirección: Av. 9 de Octubre 1647 y Berlín, PB

Telf.: (593-2) 2549713 • email: ecuevp2004@gmail.com


