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CONSERVATION PROJECT

Day 1
Upon arrival in Quito, Ecuador you will be met at the airport by our driver holding up a sign that will read “EcuEVP Group”. The driver will take you directly to your host family where you will spend the night recuperating from your day of travel.  If it is not too late you can walk around the neighborhood to an Internet café to let your family and friends know that you arrived OK.

Day 2

07:00 
Breakfast.

08:00
Program Orientation. During orientation we will talk about the exciting days to come, your expectations and help you answer any questions. We will also take a walk in the neighborhood to see where the Internet cafés are as well as an ATM machine. If you need anything especial during your stay here, please let us know so we can help you.

09:00
The driver picks us up the the host family to begin our city tour. We will head straight to old town of Quito. Here we will make several stops to enjoy the city’s 16th century colonial architecture. After walking down the narrow streets, through the open plazas, historical churches and museums we will have lunch in one of the restaurants before making our way up to the Panecillo where we will get our first birds eye view of both old town and new town from above the city.


After the visit in the Old Town we will head to “la Mitad del Mundo,” or the middle of the world! Yes, you are going to the equator, and will stand in both the northern and southern hemispheres of our world! You will have lunch in the village and have plenty of time to enjoy the site! .

19:30
Dinner.

Day 3

07:00 
Breakfast.

08:20
We get picked up by our driver who will take us to the bus terminal where we will take a bus to Otavalo. When we arrive we will check in at our hotel and after washing us of we head out to see the market. The Otavalo market is the biggest in Ecuador and one of the best in Latin America when it comes to handcraft, clothings, bags and all the other things that the Indigenous people in the surrounding communities makes.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
We will continue the afternoon by taking a minivan to see a workshop and learn how they work to create clothings, scarfs, tapestries etc. After this we continue to Cotacachi that is famous for its leather work and here you can buy anything from jackets to belts and purses. We continue the day with a visit to San Antonio that is famous for its wooden craft and


we will visit the shops and workshops to see how they work and what they offer.

19:00
Dinner.

Day 4

07:00
Breakfast.

08:00
Its time to move on and we head to the bus terminal to take a bus to the small town Apuela where we will be met by somebody from the conservation project and together we will go with their car on the about 30 minutes trip to the project. The last bit we have to walk to reach the houses where we will live and work during our stay here. It is a small trail that leads to the houses and the project so remember that what you bring you need to carry on this about 30 minutes walk.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
We will have an orientation with one of the staff to talk about what our working plans are and we will have a look around in the area and you can of course ask any question you like.


The project lies within the Chocó bio-region, which is one of the ten BIOLOGICALLY MOST IMPORTANT ZONES (HOTSPOTS) IN THE WORLD.


In the project we will help to preserve this small peace of the world by working in the tree nursery where they often have more than 10.000 local plants, collect seeds for the tree nursery, help with any ongoing research about plants or animals in the area, work with reforestation in the area.


The project also works for improving the surrounding communities respect for the environment and to help them with ideas on how to use the environment in a better way so that it will still exist for the next generation.


As the project has about 90 hectares there is always something to do. Working with reforestation they need to clean and prepare the land before they can transplanting the plants and afterwards they need to keep cleaning to make sure the plants survive.


The botanic garden needs to be taken care of and as they find more species that they bring back samples of to the garden they also need to identify them. Around the garden the volunteers also need to help cleaning the trails.


Depending on what the volunteer´s knowledge, experience and what help is needed they might:

-Help develop a good organic agriculture and forestry practices.

-Help with the research on species or plants and animals.

-Help with the use of waste produced on the reserve.

-Management of recourse of zone like Andean bamboo. 

-Help making handmade paper of native bamboo proximally.

-Responsible harvesting of forestry resources.

-Processing of agriculture, and forestry products.

19:30
Dinner.

Day 5-9


06:00
Breakfast.

07:00
Work with the ongoing projects together with the staff and other volunteers.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
Continue the work in the project.

19:00
Dinner.

Day 10

07:00
Breakfast.

08:00
Its time to say goodbye as we walk down the trail that took us here and down by the road the car is waiting to take us back to Apuela.

09:30
We take the local bus that will bring us back to Otavalo

13:00
Well in Otavalo its time for lunch before we continue the trip.

14:00
We take a bus back to Quito.

16:30
On arrival to Quito our driver will meet us and we go straight to the host family.

19:00
Dinner.

Day 11

07:00
Breakfast.

07:30
Today its time for some fun and relaxing so our driver will take us to the bus station where we take the bus to Mindo, a small village about 2 hours away from Quito. Here we will be surrounded by the cloud forest with its more than 30 species of humming birds, over 300 species of birds and more orchids than you can count. We will check in at a hostel and after washing us of a bit we head out to see what Mindo has to offer. For those that needs an Internet café this is a perfect time.

13:00
Lunch.

14:00
Its time for some adrenaline and fun so we take a car to just outside Mindo where we will enjoy some zip-line. The zip-line takes us down on the first 9 lines over this beautiful nature on a hight of about 25 meters.


For the last one we have to walk up for some 15 minutes to enjoy another 400 meters swishing over the jungle to get back to where we began. 

16:00
Time to get wet as we put on life west, a helmet and head uprivers to catch the tubing. Its not the wildest river but you will guarantied have fun and get wet. After the tubing we head back to the hostel to change clothings and then its free time before dinner.

19:00
Dinner.

Day 12


08:00
Breakfast.

09:00
Today we start with a walk to one of the waterfalls in the area. On the way we will some of the many orchids, birds, hummingbirds and other spices that Mindo and its amazing nature has to offer. The walk is quit easy but we all need to bring our walking boots as the path will take us both up and down.

13:00
Lunch. After lunch its time to pack the bags and go back to Quito.

15:30
The bus leaves to take us back to Quito. Once back the driver will pick us up in the bus station to take us to our host family. The rest of the day you have a last chance to buy friends and family something.

19:00
Dinner.

Day 13
Our driver will pick you up and take you to the airport for your flight back home.

Dirección: Av. 9 de Octubre 1647 y Berlín, PB

Telf.: (593-2) 2549713 • email: ecuevp2004@gmail.com


